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MICHIGAN TEST OF 
ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY  

Who should take the Michigan?
An accepted alternative to TOEFL, the Michigan Test is required for students who  

have learned English as their second or subsequent language, and  
who have either not taken or not passed TOEFL.

Is there a fee charged for taking the Michigan Test? 
Yes, the fee to take the Michigan Test at SPSU is $95.

How do I take the Michigan?
Pick up a test application from the Extended University Office, Atrium, J-330.
Complete and return the application with your fee to J-330.
A test day and time will be set up for you.

Do I need to bring a photo ID or other items for the 
Michigan Test? 

Yes, you need to bring your passport or your driver’s license. Pencils are provided.

What is the passing score for the Michigan Test? 
SPSU requires that students achieve a combined scaled score for 

Sections I and II of at least 80. Scores are available within 24 hours.

•
•
•

For more information, visit michigantest.spsu.edu
If you have questions, visit Extended University,  Atrium, J-330, or call 678.915.3714, or e-mail 
dramsey@spsu.edu.



The Michigan test is a standardized test designed to assess 
international students’ English proficiency. Similar to the 
TOEFL test, the Michigan Test is for adult non-native speakers 
of English who will need to use English for academic purposes at 
the college and university level. The Michigan Test is mainly for 
students who are applying to universities in the United States and Canada where the language of instruction is English.

MICHIGAN TEST OF 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY  

1. What is the Michigan Test?
The Michigan is a test given to students whose first language is 
not English – U.S. citizens and residents as well as international 
students – to determine English, ESL or reading placement and 
assessment levels. 

2. Who should take the Michigan?
An accepted alternative to TOEFL, the Michigan Test is 
required for students who have learned English as their second or 
subsequent language, and who have either not taken or not passed 
TOEFL.

3. I graduated from a high school in the United States, isn’t 
that enough proof that I speak English?
Students who have learned English as their second or subsequent 
language, and who have graduated from a high school in the 
United States, may exempt the Michigan Test if they scored 500 or 
more on both the verbal and math sections of the SAT.

4. I have taken the TOEFL and passed. What do I do?
Those students who have passed the TOEFL must request an 
official transcript of their test results be sent from ETS direct to the 
SPSU Admissions office. Allow TOEFL plenty of time! 
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
http://www.ets.org/toefl/ 
Contact Admissions Office for further information 678.915.7281.

5. When should I take the Michigan?
You should take the test as soon as you begin thinking about 
attending SPSU. Contact Admissions for the exact test deadline 
for the current semester. The student should pick up a test 
application from the Extended University Office, J-330. Complete 
and return the application with your fee to J-330. A test day and 
time will be set up for you in ELS in Bldg. F. Report to ELS at 
least 15 minutes before your test starts.

6. What is the test like?
The Michigan Test lasts a total of 2-1/2 hours. It consists of 
three major sections: (1) Language Proficiency; (2) Aural 
Comprehension; and (3) Written Proficiency. The chart at right 
gives a brief description of the structure of the test.

Michigan Test of English Language Proficiency
Sections Number of Questions Length of the Test 

Language 
Proficiency

100 questions: 
40 grammar; 
40 vocabulary; and 
20 reading 
comprehension.

75 minutes 

Aural Proficiency 90 questions 30 minutes 

Written Proficiency
select 1 essay topic 
from 2 topics 
provided

45 minutes 

7. What is the passing score for the Michigan Test? 
SPSU requires that students achieve a combined scaled score for 
Sections I and II of at least 80. In addition, students are advised 
to take recommended English classes at ELS in Bldg. F to help 
improve their language skills. Test results are available within 24 
hours of taking the test.

8. Can I get a sample test? 
No, sample tests are not available. On the back of this page you 
will find some sample questions, similar to those found on the test. 
The following is available through the Internet:

http://www.barronseduc.com/0812024192.html 
HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE MICHIGAN TEST BATTERY 
Pamela J. Sharpe, Ph.D. 
0812024192, List Price: $18.95, Paperback, 190 Pages

http://www.barronseduc.com/0812025644.html 
HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE MICHIGAN TEST BATTERY 
CASSETTE (Cassette only) 
0812025644, List Price: $8.95, Cassette Package

9. Is there a fee charged for taking the Michigan Test? 
Yes, the fee for the Michigan Test is $95.

10. Do I need to bring a photo ID or other items for the 
Michigan Test? 
Yes, you need to bring your passport or your driver’s license. 
Pencils are provided.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
about the Michigan Test
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Sample Michigan Test Questions: Language Proficiency Section
Expect this part of the test to contain 100 questions: 40 
grammar, 40 vocabulary, and 20 reading. The time limit 
for the 100-question test is 75 minutes (1 hour and 15 
minutes). For each question there will be four answer 
choices. Choose the best answer. Only one is correct. If you 
are not sure about an answer, you should guess.

Here are examples of each kind of question.

Part 1:  Grammar 

The first part of this test has 40 multiple choice questions to 
answer. This test will show how well you recognize and use 
English grammatical structures. Each question in this test 
is part of a conversation. In each conversation a word (or 
group of words) is left out. Following the conversation are 
four choices of words which might be used in the incomplete 
conversation. You are to select the word (or group of words) 
which would be used by a speaker of English, and which will 
best fit into the conversation. 

Sample Question 
“What is that thing?” 
“That  a spider.” 
     a) to call 
     b) for calling 
     c) be called 
     d) is called 
The correct English sentence is:  “That is called a spider.” 

Part 2:  Vocabulary 

The second part of the Michigan Test of English Language 
Proficiency has 40 questions. It includes two types of items. 
The first type of question will give you a sentence followed by 
four words or phrases. You will find the word that most closely 
matches the meaning of the underlined word or phrase. 

Sample Question 
It’s too windy to go for a stroll. 
     a) swim 
     b) sail 
     c) drive 
     d) walk 
The word ‘walk’ means about the same thing as ‘stroll’ in this 
sentence. The sentence “It’s too windy to go for a walk,” means 
the same thing as “It’s too windy to go for a stroll.” Therefore, the 
answer is “d”. 

The other type of question will give you a sentence with a 
missing word and a list of four words that might finish the 
sentence. You will identify which word best finishes the 
sentences. 

Sample Question 
Because of the storm and rough waves, it would be foolish to 
go out sailing today in a small . 
     a) automobile 
     b) house 
     c) boat 
     d) beast 
The word ‘boat’ fits best in the sentence so that it reads, “Because 
of the storm and rough waves, it would be foolish to go out sailing 
in a small boat.” Therefore, the answer is “c”. 

Part 3: Reading Comprehension 

The third part of this test has 20 questions. This test will show 
how well you read English. You will read several passages, each 
followed by some questions about the passage. After carefully 
reading the passage, you will try to answer the questions. If 
you don’t know the answer at first, you can read the passage 
again, but do not spend too much time on the passage or you 
will not have enough time to finish. 

Sample Question 
While I was getting ready to go to town one morning last 
week, my wife handed me a little piece of red cloth and asked 
if I would have time during the day to buy her two yards of 
cloth like that. I told her I would be glad to do it. And putting 
the piece of cloth into my pocket, I took the train for town. 
The person telling the story is... 
     a) a married lady 
     b) an unmarried lady 
     c) a married man 
     d) an unmarried man 
You know that the person telling the story is a married man 
because he says, “... my wife handed me...”  Therefore, the answer 
is “c”. 

When was the author given a piece of red cloth? 
     a) In the morning. 
     b) At noon 
     c) In the afternoon 
     d) In the evening 
The passage says, “... one morning last week, my wife handed me 
a little piece of red cloth...” So the answer is a, In the morning.  
Therefore, the answer is “a”. 

A combined scaled score of 80 for both parts (Audio and 
Grammar/Vocabulary/Reading) is required for admission to 
Southern Polytechnic State University. Scores are available 
within 24 hours of taking the test. 
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Registration for the "Michigan Test" from ELS
Please have a valid picture ID with you when you report to the ELS Office




